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Kia ora e
te whānau

We ended last year with the mixed emotions; one of pouri with the loss
of whaea Josie Mortensen alongside deep satisfaction and fulfillment
as the Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims Trust (WPCT) initialled the
Deed of Settlement on the 23rd of December 2021.
Click on the link here if you missed reading our Christmas Pitopito Kōrero where we
acknowledge Josie, as well as provide our end of year update.
In this pānui we share more on the ratification process for the Deed of Settlement,
the Open Letter from the Minister of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations Andrew Little,
and the Information Zoom Hui we have planned for the coming months.
We are encouraging whānau to get educated, talk to one another about Settlement
and your aspirations for the future. Get registered on the Whakatōhea tribal register to
have your say, and to Vote Whakatōhea. Vote yes for a better future for you, for your
tamariki and mokopuna, for all of Te Whakatōhea.

Graeme Riesterer – Chair

What happens next, now that we have
initialled the Deed of Settlement?
It is now 5 years since the WPCT
signed the Agreement in Principle
to settle our claims by direct
negotiations with the Crown, and
it is with satisfaction that the
Trust and many of our whānau
who were present, initialled the
Deed of Settlement on the 23rd
of December 2021.
The reason that the WPCT proceeded
with the initialling of the Deed of
Settlement, despite a recommendation
from the Waitangi Tribunal to delay this
step, was to preserve the value of the
Settlement for Whakatōhea.
The initialling signals that negotiations
with the Crown are complete and by
doing so the Trust has completed the first
of two jobs we have under our mandate.
The next part of the process is to share
the initialled Deed of Settlement with
Whakatōhea whānau and proceed with
a ratification vote.

The ratification vote will run over a period of six weeks and will include opportunities for
whānau to hear, to read and to discuss more about what the Settlement is all about and
how to vote. There will be:
▲ P
 ostal mail outs to all whānau over the age of 18 and registered with a current address
to the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board Tribal Database
▲ Hapū Hui held at marae (pending Covid-19 community transmission)
▲ H
 ui a rohe – 9 hui held in Whakatane, Rotorua, Tauranga, Hamilton, Auckland (2),
Wellington, Napier and Gisborne
▲ Hui a Iwi Ōpōtiki
▲ Hui a Zoom, for whānau overseas or living outside of the areas listed above
▲ E
 mails to all whānau over the age of 18 and registered with current email addresses
on the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board Tribal Database
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#VoteWhakatōhea

Minister Little writes
an Open Letter to
Te Whakatōhea
On the 21st of February 2022 The Minister of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations
Hon Andrew Little issued an Open Letter to Te Whakatōhea. The key points
the Minister makes in his letter are:
▲ T
 he upcoming WPCT Information
Hui in March are to “test the appetite
of Te Whakatōhea to proceed to a
ratification vote”
▲ T
 he Crown’s view on the Tribunal’s
recommendations and the next steps
for Te Whakatōhea will be shared with
claimants petitioners and WPCT
▲ T
 hat if Te Whakatōhea accept the
Settlement, it will enable the Waitangi
Tribunal’s North Eastern Bay of Plenty
District Inquiry to continue after the
settlement

▲ T
 he Waitangi Tribunal will be able to
make findings on historical claims
but not make recommendations on
further redress for historical claims,
nor binding recommendations for the
return of land
▲ T
 he Minister encourages
Te Whakatōhea to engage in the
kōrero about whether to proceed
to a ratification vote – which will
be the first time that the people
of Te Whakatōhea have had the
opportunity to decide

You can click on this link to read the letter which the Minister has also loaded up to
the Treaty Settlements website link.
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How can you find out more
about Settlement?
The Whakatōhea Deed of Settlement
has been initialled providing the first
ever opportunity for the Iwi to vote
on a settlement package. We want
to ensure that you have access to
accurate information about the
Settlement offer and Te Tāwharau
o Te Whakatōhea, our proposed Post
Settlement Governance Entity.

Mana Whenua




Since late January we have Zoomed with
hui called by Hapū, marae , and whānau
alongside the Iwi wide hui on Sunday
27 February 2022.

Zooms have proved to be invaluable in
providing opportunities for whānau to
meet and discuss the Settlement package
directly with the Trust and our Negotiators.
Just let us know if you would like some
one on one time for you and your
whānau, we will set up the date and time
send out the link that you can forward on
and invite whom ever you want.

Also if you know somebody that is not
receiving this email pānui have them
email gina.smith@whakatohea.co.nz
or ring 0508 WHAKATŌHEA and we can
talk through any queries you may have.

Mana Moana

 stablishment of the
E
Whakatōhea Kaitiaki Forum

	5000ha marine space reserved

 he return of whenua
T
totalling 6692ha

	Marine and harbour

for aquaculture development

	Whakatōhea Chapter in the

BOP Conservation Management
Strategy
	Decision-making Framework

and Cultural Materials Plan

development fund to support
resource consent applications
and activities around the
harbour precinct
	Participation in Iwi Fisheries

Forum

Crown lands and opportunity
to purchase properties,
including school sites
	Reserve Land Development

	Historical Account
	Crown Acknowledgements

and Crown Apology
	Commitments from the

Tertiary Education Commission
to work with Whakatōhea
	Education Endowment Fund
	Te Reo Revitalisation Fund

	Development of Iwi Fisheries

	Right of first refusal over

Mana Tangata

Plan

	Cultural Revitalisation Fund


	Right of First Refusal over

species introduced into
fisheries quota system

Fund (Opape & Hiwarau)

 elationship Agreements with
R
Government Agencies includes
process of engagement after
completion of Waitangi
Tribunal report

	Statutory acknowledgements

over our awa
	Return of key cultural sites

Reserve Lands Development Fund $5m

 Cultural Revitalisation Fund $5m

Te Reo Revitalisation Fund $1m  Education Endowment Fund $2m
 Marine and Harbour Development Fund $2
Quantum $85m
TOTAL: $100,000,000 + Interest ($4m)

Monthly Newsletter
– Pitopito Kōrero

Over 1600 of our whānau are receiving the monthly newsletter
Pitopito Kōrero through email. Send us your email address if
you would like to keep updated on current news for Settlement.

Whakatōhea 2022 Settlement Information Pānui  |   MARCH 2022

3

#VoteWhakatōhea

Petitions have been
received to withdraw
– what does this mean
for the Settlement?
The WPCT have received two petitions that seek to
activate Section 19 in the Deed of Mandate which
concerns the process to Remove or Amend the Mandate.
As any process to remove or amend the
mandate affects all of Te Whakatōhea,
the Trust will hold open Zooms to
allow Whakatōhea whānau whānui an
opportunity to discuss the issues raised
by the petitions.
As this pānui goes out, Ōpōtiki is yet
to see the peak of the Omicron wave,
and our first priority is the health and
wellbeing of our whānau, therefore, while
we were hoping to be able to hold kanohi

ki te kahoni hui in March to address these
concerns, in the interests of keeping our
pakeke safe in this Covid-19 environment,
we have decided to host all hui online.
The Zoom hui will cover;
▲ Section 19 of the Deed of Mandate
▲ Issues raised by the petitions
▲ T
 he Waitangi Tribunal Priority Report
Recommendations
▲ Settlement Package and Information

Dates and times
of the Settlement
Information Zoom
and links
These Zoom hui will not be
LIVE streamed but open to
all whānau and you will need
to register (which is a simple
and easy process).

MARCH 2022
Saturday 12th
2pm – 4.00pm
REGISTRATION LINK:

YOUR TIME

Monday 14th
7.30 pm – 9.30pm

YOUR SAY

YOUR VOTE

click here

SETTLEMENT IS HAPPENING — IT’S UP TO YOU!

How can you get ready to vote?
Whakatōhea has never had the chance to vote on a Settlement offer.
This part of the process is not about what the WPCT, the claimants, the
Crown, or the Waitangi Tribunal have to say but is your chance to decide
whether what has been offered to Whakatōhea is acceptable to you and
your whānau. What are the aspirations that you have for the future.
Make sure you are registered AND your
current address and email details are
listed on the Whakatōhea Māori Trust
Board Tribal Database.

Give them a call on 07 315 6150 and
they can tell you whether you are already
registered and if your current address
details recorded or jump on their website
and do it all online: click here
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REGISTRATION LINK:

click here

Wednesday 16th
7.30 pm – 9.30pm
REGISTRATION LINK:

click here

Friday 18th
7.30 pm – 9.30pm
REGISTRATION LINK:

click here

Saturday 19th
10am – 12pm
REGISTRATION LINK:

click here

Following these hui WPCT will
then make a decision about
whether the next step should
involve a withdrawal vote or
a ratification vote.
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Establishment Trustees
The Establishment Trustees play
an important role in signalling
the end of the WPCT as the
Settlement negotiation entity
and the start of the new entity
that will receive the Settlement
and the Trust Board assets.
The Establishment Trustees
responsibilities are limited to:
▲ s
 igning the Deed of Settlement,
and
▲ t o oversee the elections for the
initial Trustees to Te Tāwharau
o Te Whakatōhea, the new PSGE
The Establishment Trustees are
appointed by the WPCT and have been
chosen for their involvement and support
of the Settlement process in some cases
since the first attempt to settle back in
the 1990s.
In order to ensure complete transparency
and no conflicts the Establishment
Trustees are not eligible to run in the
election for the PSGE Trustees for
Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea.

Bruce Pukepuke

Vaughan Raymond John Payne

Bruce currently serves as the Kutarere
marae representative on the Whakatōhea
Pre Settlement Claims Trust and is an
active member of Whakatōhea Taumata
Kaumatua and the Komiti Whiriwhiri
Hitori advisory group. Bruce has also
served on the Whakatōhea Māori Trust
Board as one of the two representatives
for Ūpokorehe.

Vaughan has had a long involvement in
the Whakatōhea claim, including as a
member of Te Tāwharau o Whakatōhea in
1996 and more recently as a member of
the raupatu working party that prepared
Te Ara Tono – a report recommending
how we could settle our claims which was
adopted by Whakatōhea hapū in 2007.

Erin Linley
Rangiwhakarewa Moore

Anau Edna Apanui

Erin has been directly involved in the
Whakatōhea Settlement since 2003 when
she was elected as one of the Ngāti
Patu reps to the Whakatōhea Working
Party. Erin currently serves as the Waiaua
marae representative on the Whakatōhea
Pre Settlement Claims Trust.

Robert Tuahuru Edwards
Robert has been involved in hapū and
Iwi development since returning home
to Opotiki. Robert is one of Ngāti Rua’s
representatives on the Whakatōhea Māori
Trust Board where he serves as the Chair
and the Board’s rep on the Whakatōhea
Pre Settlement Claims Trust.

Image Credit: www.tepūkenga.ac.nz

Anau has been involved with different
Whakatōhea Iwi Raupatu roopu since
2006. She has been on the Whakatōhea
Pre Settlement Claims Trust as the
Ngati Ira hapū representative for almost
4 years. Anau believes in our Whakatōhea
whānau, hapū and iwi having a prosperous
future just as our tipuna desired prior to
colonisation. Over the past 15 years Anau
has joined other Whakatōhea leaders in
various hapū and iwi kaupapa, and like
many other Whakatōhea leaders, she is
dedicated to her hapū and Iwi.

Tahu Alfred Taia
Tahu served as the Secretary to the
Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board as well
as serving as an appointed member to
the Whakatōhea Raupatu Committee for
the initial settlement negotiations with
the Crown 1993 – 1998. Tahu is the Terere
Marae representative on the Whakatōhea
Pre Settlement Claims Trust.

www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
Whakatōhea 2022 Settlement Information Pānui  |   MARCH 2022

Donald Graeme (Paki) Riesterer
Graeme has been involved in Marae and
Iwi politics for over 30 years serving as the
current Chair of Waiaua Marae Committee
as well as a current sitting Trustee for
the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board. As a
retired farmer Graeme has also lent his
skills as a Trustee to 3 dairy farms within
the Whakatōhea rohe.

#Whakatōhea2020
5

