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Kia ora te whānau o Te Whakatōhea 

E roi Te Whakatōhea i te roi a Tinirau Whakatōhea united by kinship
This whakatauākī was composed by Te Kahautu Maxwell to encourage Te Whakatōhea to unite.  
The strength of an iwi is through the unity of its membership, solidarity, an iwi is weak if it is divided. 

At this time, we should look to our history and our tūpuna for guidance. We remember those courageous 
tūpuna who navigated the Pacific Ocean and rough seas, who arrived in Aotearoa on the Mataatua waka 
and set down roots for all who now whakapapa to Te Whakatōhea and her 6 hapū.

that the Settlement is on behalf of the 

6 hapū of Te Whakatōhea (including Te 

Ūpokorehe) and that a new entity called 

the Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims 

Trust (WPCT) be charged with the duty of 

negotiating the Settlement. 

With the mandate approved in 2016, five 

years of negotiations on behalf of our 6 

hapū came to a completion at the end of 

last year with the Initialling of the Deed 

of Settlement. At the same time, TUTCT 

presented their petition which means 

we now have to vote on the proposed 

amendment to the mandate before 

moving to a Settlement Ratification vote.

This is a decision that affects all uri of Te 

Whakatōhea because it was Whakatōhea 

that approved the mandate and thus 

In this month’s pānui we provide 

an update on where the Settlement 

negotiations process is and some of the 

exciting developments happening around 

our rohe including the Tohekura and the 

Aquaculture space.

The key issue facing Te Whakatōhea at 

the moment is the Te Ūpokorehe Treaty 

Claims Trust (TUTCT) petition to remove 

Te Ūpokorehe hapū from the Whakatōhea 

Settlement by amending the mandate. 

TUTCT want Te Ūpokorehe hapū removed 

because TUTCT claim that Te Ūpokorehe 

are an Iwi with a separate whakapapa to 

Te Whakatōhea. 

In 2016 Te Whakatōhea voted to approve 

the mandate (93% of votes received 

were in favour). The mandate states 

Te Whakatōhea has to approve any 

amendments. At the end of this month, 

you will be asked to vote on whether you 

support the TUTCT request to exclude our 

Te Ūpokorehe whānau and their claims 

from the Whakatōhea Settlement. 

Voting opens on the 28 July and will 

close on the 30th of August. Further 

details will be posted out in the next few 

weeks by Election Services who are the 

Independent entity managing the voting 

process.

We will give you as much information 

as we can to help you to understand 

what is going on, how this will impact 

you and your whānau, the future of Te 

Whakatōhea as well as our settlement . 

Please read carefully as we are putting 

a wero out to all Whakatōhea, to come 

together to support kotahitanga keeping 

our 6 hapū connected and our Iwi strong. 

If Covid-19 has taught us anything, it is 

that community and working together, 

having that manaaki and aroha for one 

another are integral for the ongoing 

hauora of our communities. 

We need to move 
together into 
the future as 
Whakatōhea. 
Graeme Riesterer — Chair

  The June ZUI we caught up with whānau to discuss the petition and the impact on the Settlement.

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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Who is Te Ūpokorehe  
Treaty Claims Trust?
TUTCT were initially set up to support ngā uri of Te Ūpokorehe in the 
advancement of Treaty Claim matters for the hapū. 

“Ūpokorehe hapū has been a functioning 
member of the Whakatōhea Māori 
Trust Board since the passing of the 
Māori Trust Boards Act in 1955. Since 
then it has consistently re affirmed its 
allegiance to Te Whakatōhea.”

It is important to note that TUTCT did 

not go through a mandate process 

with Te Ūpokorehe members and does 

not have the support of many of our 

Ūpokorehe whānau. We feel for our 

Ūpokorehe whānau and their mamae 

as their whakapapa is being challenged. 

You can read some whānau comments 

later in this pānui.

What is the ‘TUTCT Petition’ 

Te Ūpokorehe Treaty Claims Trust 

(TUTCT) has circulated a petition asking 

Te Whakatōhea to support the removal of 

Te Ūpokorehe claims, whenua, and sacred 

sites from the Whakatōhea settlement. 

They state it is because they aren’t and 

have never been Whakatōhea, that their 

whakapapa is different to Te Whakatōhea, 

and they have never been represented on 

the Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims 

Trust.

The statements made in the petition 

information don’t represent our shared 

whakapapa, history, the nature of 

our relationships, or the involvement 

of Te Ūpokorehe in negotiating the 

Whakatōhea Settlement over the last  

5 years of negotiations. 

TUTCT Claims WPCT Responses

Te Ūpokorehe aren’t 
and have never 
been Whakatōhea.

	X Te Ūpokorehe were included in the Opape Native Reserve (1871) as a hapū of Whakatōhea.  
Opape No4 was the Ūpokorehe Hapū block.
	X Te Ūpokorehe contributed to the 6 Whakatōhea petitions requesting investigations into raupatu 

and land loss.
	X Te Ūpokorehe have been included in the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board (WMTB), Whakatōhea  

tribal database and received dividends since the WMTB inception.
	X During the Tūhoe settlement process TUTCT sent a letter to the Crown (2011) reiterating that  

Te Ūpokorehe is a hapū of Whakatōhea.
	X Currently over 1700 Te Ūpokorehe on the WMTB Register.

Whakapapa and 
claims are distinct 
from Whakatōhea.

	X Te Ūpokorehe and Ngāti Rua both descend from Muriwai’s eldest son Repanga.
	X Te Ūpokorehe arises from Taikurere, which originally related to an event and a whānau,  

before being adopted by a broader grouping as a hapū of Whakatōhea. 
	X Waitangi Tribunal Report WAI2662 (2018) declared it was reasonable for Te Ūpokorehe to be 

included in the Whakatōhea mandate.
	X All historical claims of Te Ūpokorehe members lodged in the Waitangi Tribunal describe  

Te Ūpokorehe as part of Whakatōhea and/or refer to whakapapa to Muriwai and/or Tūtāmure.

Te Ūpokorehe 
haven’t been 
represented  
on WPCT.

	X Bruce Pukepuke – Te Ūpokorehe hapū Kutarere marae delegate
	X Keita Hudson – Te Ūpokorehe hapū Maromahue marae delegate
	X Muriwai Kahaki – Te Ūpokorehe hapū delegate
	X Vacant – Roimata marae (since 2016)

Object to Te Ūpokorehe 
whenua being given  
to all Whakatōhea.

	X The land confiscations removed Whakatōhea hapū off their traditional lands from the Waiaua river  
in the east to Maraetotara in the west.
	X TUTCT have been claiming the whenua from Maraetotara (Ōhope) to Pakihikura (Ōpōtiki harbour 

entrance) as whenua tūturu of Te Ūpokorehe despite occupation west of Pakihikura by Ngāti Patu, 
Ngāti Ira, Ngāti Ngāhere and Ngāi Tamahaua before land confiscations.

TUTCT Claims & WPCT Responses

Statement by TUTCT in a 2011 letter to Tūhoe.
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Last month the Whakatōhea 
Māori Trust Board hosted yet 
another successful Tohekura.

As Dickie Farrar, CEO of the Whakatōhea 

Māori Trust Board says “We want to 

provide an annual event that can be 

shared amongst our whānau, hapū and 

Marae. Our first Tohekura was held in 

2016 at Terere Marae, followed in 2018 at 

Waiaua Marae, then Ōmarumutu Marae 

in 2019. Opeke Marae hosted Tohekura in 

2021 and on Queens Birthday Weekend 

this year, we were fortunate to be hosted 

by our whānau at Kutarere Marae”. 

Whakatōhea’s Iwi Development Manager, 

Danny Paruru said “It is amazing when 

you get such an awesome turnout from 

whānau hungry for the knowledge and 

eager to connect, it is so rewarding for 

all of us whether it be the whānau as 

tauira, our awesome tutors, through to 

our tireless ringawera and kaumatua of 

each of our Marae. We are honoured to 

have listened to and learnt the history of 

Kutarere and Ūpokorehe being told in 

Te Reo Māori during this past event, and 

we thank them all for their contribution to 

making this event successful”. “We look 

forward to next year’s event at Opape 

Marae. 

Our whānau travel from far and wide 

to participate and to reconnect to their 

whenua, history, heritage and language”, 

Danny Paruru said. Danny goes on to say 

"We thank aunty Gloria and her amazing 
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Whakatōhea tūpuna 
It is our whakapapa that links 
all the 6 hapū of Whakatōhea 
together, including Te Ūpokorehe. 
It was our tūpuna that chose 
Whakatōhea as the name of our 
Iwi on the basis of whakapapa 
that linked us as one. 

The chart displayed sits in the Whakatōhea 

Māori Trust Board meeting room, reinforcing 

relationships between our hapū. There 

are also pou representing each hapū as 

well as photos of the foundation Trustees. 

These relationships are reinforced by our 

whakapapa and visible in the whakairo at 

our marae. We are all whānau. 

Kia ngākau māhaki tātou i a tātou.

Whakatōhea  
Tohekura

team for the tītī, tio, kānga wai, tuangi, 

kuku, tamure, home baking and other 

kai from the whenua that topped off an 

extraordinary event".

In WPCT hui a rohe we heard how 

important Te Reo was to our whānau, and 

it featured prominently in your vision for 

Te Whakatōhea. Tohekura will continue to 

grow with the support provided for Te Reo 

Revitalisation in the Settlement Package. 

  Whakapapa image displayed in the WMTB Board Room.

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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Quotes from  
Te Ūpokorehe 
whānau

around the Ohiwa Harbour Josie said 

to say to us all “I have never been more 

proud to be Whakatōhea.”

Many Te Ūpokorehe whānau do not 

accept TUTCT’s claims, they know their 

hapū whakapapa connects them to  

Te Whakatōhea and that Te Ūpokorehe 

hapū cannot be left out of and the 

settlement. The settlement is for all of 

Whakatōhea, now and in the future.

It was a long-time dream to achieve a 

Whakatōhea settlement for our kuia Josie 

Mortensen (Kutarere Marae Ūpokorehe 

Hapū) who walked beside us all the way 

through the 6 years of negotiations and 

sadly passed just as we had initialled the 

Deed of Settlement. Josie kept us strong 

in our negotiations as did our Ūpokorehe 

delegates Bruce Pukepuke, Muriwai 

Kahaki, and Keita Hudson. 

After one our last negotiations around 

overlapping claims for the whenua 

“ I was raised on my marae at  
Kutarere, amongst the old people.  
I witnessed the fundraising efforts our 
Ūpokorehe people and the collection 
of the 2 & 6s for the petition and the 
establishment of the Whakatōhea 
Māori Trust Board in the 1940s.”” 
  Waitangi Tribunal Submission  

2017 - Josie Mortensen (1934 – 2021)

“ Through our whānau, through our marae, 
we know who we are. Knowing your links 
to all of the different marae within the 
rohe of Whakatōhea associates you to 
home so you never feel left out and know 
who you are. These are our taonga to teach 
and share with our tamariki, our mokopuna, 
our whānau and in our marae.” 
 Bruce Pukepuke

“ I have been bought up with kōrero  
and pūrakau from our whānau that 
inextricably links Ūpokorehe to  
surrounding hapū and Whakatōhea.  
I identify as Whakatōhea… it defines  
me… it is who I am and where I  
come from! There is no separation” 
 Rozi Pukepuke 

“ TUTCT have a voice, an opinion. 
Pai ana. But not once, have 
they come and spoken to me 
or any of my whānau about this. 
Have your say but don’t take 
us down with you. You do not 
talk on behalf of me.” 
 Miranda Horan

“ My grandmother and 
grandfather were 
always really clear with 
us that we are a hapū of 
Te Whakatōhea, and proud 
to be so. Through whakapapa 
our connections are with 
Maromahue, Roimata and 
Kutarere within the rohe of 
Te Whakatōhea.” 
 Tui McCaull

“  I am privileged to have 
my whakapapa shared 
throughout our Whakatōhea 
whānau. I I have always been 
taught by my Kuia Winnie 
Biddle and Koroua Hone 
Te Ware Collier that we are 
proud Ūpokorehe hapū of  
Te Whakatōhea Iwi.”  
 Robert Collier

“ Like many whānau I am blessed 
to be able to say I whakapapa to 
more than one of Te Whakatōhea 
6 hapū including Te Ūpokorehe. 
Ko wai au? Ko Mandy Walker ahau.” 
 Mandy Walker

“ Te Whānau o Rangihaerepo 
(Wai1827) will continue to 
support and uphold the 
aspirations of ngā uri o 
te Whakatōhea in all of 
their efforts to settle with 
the Crown.”  
 Tania & Rachel Wolfgramm

Read some of their voices below

“   My great great grandmother 
was from Rongopoipoia. There 
is nothing that I can find in the 
whanau records to date that 
states Ūpokorehe is an Iwi.” 
 Tu Williams 

“I have never been more proud  
to be Whakatōhea.”
Josie Mortensen
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Each of our iwi neighbours have 
areas of interest that overlap 
with our own. For example, 
both the Ngāti Awa and Tūhoe 
areas of interest extend across 
the Ohiwa Harbour. In these 
circumstances any return 
of land, reserving of marine 
space, or use of chapter in BOP 
Conservation Management 
Strategy (redress) should have 
the agreement and support of 
these Iwi.
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Whenua Each Iwi going through 
settlement negotiations must 
identify their area of interest. One of the key implications  

of the petition relates  
to the Whakatōhea rohe 
whenua and rohe moana. 

TUTCT have been claiming the whenua 

from Maraetotara (Ōhope) to Pakihikura 

(Ōpōtiki harbour entrance) as whenua 

tūturu of Te Ūpokorehe despite occupation 

west of Pakihikura by Ngāti Patu, Ngāti Ira, 

Ngāti Ngāhere and Ngāi Tamahaua before 

land confiscations. 

See below some of our wāhi tawhito that cross our rohe

 Map One: Traditional pā sites of the hapū of Te Whakatōhea 

  Map 2: Whakatōhea rohe boundary (Area of interest) and what TUTCT are claiming as their rohe boundary (Area of interest) 

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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Impact 
on the Te 
Whakatōhea 
Settlement

This vote is about TUTCT wanting to remove our Te Ūpokorehe 
whānau from the Whakatōhea Settlement. 

will result in a significant delay 

and impact on the redress in the 

Whakatōhea Settlement.

This settlement has been negotiated on 

behalf of the 6 hapū of Te Whakatōhea 

and is ready for our whānau to support. 

Any change to the scope of the mandate 

Next Steps – 
Amendment 
Vote

This is NOT the vote to receive the Settlement but would  
effectively remove Te Ūpokorehe from our Iwi

TUTCT, WPCT and the Crown are 

negotiating the process for the 

Amendment vote including the 

information hui. There will be 6 official 

information hui, two of which will be 

online meetings. 

Voting opens on the 28 July and will 

close on the 30th of August. WPCT will 

also provide additional information and 

hui for whānau who would like to hear 

more from Te Ūpokorehe members 

themselves about the kaupapa. 

After the hui and the vote has been 

conducted, TUTCT will then submit a 

report for the WPCT and the Crown 

based on the feedback from the hui 

and the vote. 

Update on Aquaculture Developments
Aquaculture is going to be a big 
part of our future with significant 
investments being made into 
the Harbour Development, the 
Mussel Factory, and plans for a 
new Marine Precinct and Wharf. 

The Mussel Factory has been completed 

and now employs over 180 staff. The 

Harbour development project is making 

great progress and scheduled to be open 

at the end of 2023. This will allow boats all 

weather access through the river mouth at 

Pakihikura. The final step in the equation 

is the new wharf which will provide space 

for the boats servicing the mussel farms 

to relocate from Whakatāne to Ōpōtiki 

bringing more jobs and opportunities for 

whānau. Whakatōhea are looped into 

all these projects so its exciting times all 

around for our community.
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TUTCT 
Petition 
Who is TUTCT?

TUTCT is the Te Ūpokorehe Treaty  

Claims Trust.

What is the petition? 

TUTCT has triggered clause 19 in the 

Whakatōhea PreSettlement Claims Trust 

(WPCT) Trust Deed wanting to amend the 

mandate and remove Te Ūpokorehe hapū 

from the Whakatōhea settlement process 

and continue with their own Iwi settlement. 

TUTCT are now calling Te Ūpokorehe an  

Iwi with hapū based around each of their 

marae. 

TUTCT are wanting to negotiate directly 

with the Crown and claim the whenua 

from Maraetotara (Ōhope) to the Waioeka 

River including raupatu whenua that 

traditionally belonged to Ngāti Patu, Ngāti 

Ira and Ngāi Tamahaua.

Do TUTCT have the support of all 
Te Ūpokorehe? 

Many of our Te Ūpokorehe whanau 

know they are Whakatōhea, and support 

continuing the settlement process together.

Who does this petition affect? 

The vote is a question for all of  

Te Whakatōhea NOT just TUTCT and  

the people that signed their petition. 

Any change to the mandate affects the 

whole Whakatōhea Settlement and this 

is why all of Te Whakatōhea uri will be 

asked to vote on whether they approve to 

remove our Te Ūpokorehe whānau from 

the Whakatōhea Settlement. 

How would the withdrawal affect 
the Settlement?

The Settlement has been negotiated for 

all historical claims in the Whakatōhea 

rohe. This involved all the hapū of 

Whakatōhea including Te Ūpokorehe. 

The Whakatōhea Settlement would 

be delayed if the amendment vote is 

successful as there would have to be 

discussions about the redress in the 

Whakatōhea Settlement that relate to the 

claimed Ūpokorehe area of interest.

A change to the mandate would 

also mean that the WMTB cannot 

dissolve, meaning it would continue to 

exist alongside the Whakatōhea post 

settlement entity ‘Te Tāwharau o  

Te Whakatōhea’, and any Ūpokorehe 

post-settlement entity.

Who looks after Ohiwa Harbour 
now? 

The Iwi co-governance arrangements  

for the Ohiwa Harbour involve Ngāti Awa 

& Whakatōhea. Waimana-Kaku, as the 

primary part of Tūhoe, and Te Ūpokorehe, 

as the primary part of Whakatōhea with 

mana whenua responsibilities for the 

harbour, are also included in the  

co-governance arrangement.

What are we voting on? 

This is NOT the vote to receive the 

Settlement. It is a vote on whether you 

support TUTCT to amend the mandate  

to exclude Te Ūpokorehe and their claims 

from the Whakatōhea Settlement for 

historical treaty claims and effectively 

remove Te Ūpokorehe from our Iwi.

What happens if we vote against 
the resolution?

If our whānau vote NO it means you do 

not want to exclude Te Ūpokorehe hapū 

from Te Whakatōhea Iwi and you want to 

keep the existing mandate for all 6 hapū 

of Te Whakatōhea. This will mean all our 

whānau from the 6 hapū of Whakatōhea 

will unite and get the chance to vote on 

the Whakatōhea settlement itself.

PARALLEL PROCESS IN ACTION - KŌRERO TUKU IHO

WE ARE NOW SEEING THE 
PARALLEL PROCESS IN ACTION. 
This year the Waitangi Tribunal is 

running a Kōrero Tuku Iho process 

on Whakatōhea marae. The Kōrero 

Tuku Iho hearings process is the 

time for hapū to talk about their 

hītori, who they are and what defines 

them as a hapū. Kōrero has already been 

held for Ngāti Ira at Opeke marae and 

Ngāti Rua at Ōmarumutu marae. 

Claimants are responsible for 

coordinating the input from whānau 

and hapū into this process and should 

be informing us all about the progress 

and outcomes. Many of our 

kaumatua and tohunga who support 

settlement, like Raniera Paruru 

and Te Kahautu Maxwell, are also 

contributing to the sharing of our 

hītori at the hearings. The next phase 

of the hearings are scheduled for 

August at Terere marae to hear the 

Kōrero tuku iho of Ngāti Ngāhere. 

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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  WPCT Trustees initialling the Deed of Settlement (23 December 2021).

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
http://www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

