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PITOPITO KŌRERO
Whakatōhea 2021 Settlement Information Pānui

After feedback from some of our whānau, hapū, community, we have updated our pānui  
to focus more on our Settlement kaupapa as our communications regarding the recent  
MaCA outcome was confusing or upsetting for some.

For this we apologise. Our intention was to 

update whānau on what was happening 

within the rohe, like we have done with 

other initiatives such as the Harbour 

development etc. We had also received 

pātai from whānau seeking clarification on 

the differences between Settlement and 

the MaCA, so on Page 2 you will see an 

updated article on this.

The Trust are grateful to the claimants 

who won this for all of Te Whakatōhea 

and commend them for their mahi in 

this space. 

The remainder of the pānui looks at 

re-connecting with whānau over our 

ZUI and we had an incredible panel to 

discuss what their hapū aspirations were. 

Key points were the health and wellbeing 

of whānau, native flora and fauna, our 

kaumatua, education and renewable 

energy.

The ZUI series gives voice on various 

issues and Whakatōhea whānau get to 

speak to these issues even from the couch 

in their living room. It is a great way for all 

of Whakatōhea to connect and be part of 

Settlement. We need to hear from you in 

order to shape a Settlement that reflects 

what Whakatōhea want and need. 

We are not far off whānau, and the 

Settlement vote/ratification will be here for 

all to tell us their thoughts. Settlement is 

not the answer to everything. Nothing is, 

but what Settlement can do is provide us 

the levers to create some positive change 

for so many aspects within Ōpōtiki and 

Te Whakatōhea. Our whenua is such an 

important aspect of who we are, with 

Settlement we get some of our whenua 

back, this will help us to reconnect and 

look after our whenua the way that our 

tīpuna did before it was stolen from us.

You will choose who represents all 

of Whakatōhea on Te Tāwharau o 

Te Whakatōhea, our PSGE if Settlement 

is ratified (voted on in support of 

Settlement). The future of Whakatōhea is 

in your hands, so get ready, get registered 

and get ready to vote.

Vote Whakatōhea
Graeme Riesterer  
— Chair 

Kia ora e te whānau 

Register on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database now!
Whānau, if you or someone you know has not registered on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database,  
please make sure you check out our website and get them to register now. Have your say on Settlement. www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
http://www.whakatohea.co.nz/tribal-database-registrations.html
http://www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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Differences between 
Settlement and MaCA 
In response to many pātai we have received regarding the 
differences between Settlement and MaCA, seeking clarification 
of each process and whether our Settlement will be impacted, 
we provide the following summaries. 

Whakatōhea Settlement 

The Whakatōhea Settlement is 

about reaching an agreement with 

the Crown to settle the historic 

breaches against Whakatōhea. The 

Whakatōhea Pre Settlement Claims 

Trust (WPCT) has been mandated by 

Whakatōhea to negotiate directly with 

the Crown on your behalf to settle 

the historical claims for Whakatōhea.

MaCA

The MaCA is a totally separate 

process to Settlement.

Customary Marine Title has been 

awarded to 6 Whakatōhea hapū , 

and Protected Customary Rights to 

other Whakatōhea whānau, under the 

Marine and Coastal Area Act (MaCA).

The High Court has granted a jointly 

held Customary Marine Title to 

Ngāti Ira, Ngāti Patumoana, Ngāti 

Ruatakenga, Ngai Tamahaua, Ngāti 

Ngāhere and Ūpokorehe. The MaCA 

claims were heard by the High Court 

and Whakatōhea was represented in 

this process by various claimants. 

If you would like to keep updated on 

the MaCa process, we suggest you 

contact your hapū representatives 

who can connect you with the correct 

people.

Whakatōhea Settlement negotiations 

did not impact on the MaCA process 

and neither will the Whakatōhea 

Settlement negotiations impact on 

the Customary Marine Title.

The Whakatōhea vote on our 

Settlement will be happening later 

this year.

“ It's our time, to focus on 
ourselves and to reclaim 
the freedoms to live by 
the tikanga and the daily 
practises that our tīpuna 
have left for us every 
single day.”

Click here to see Pare Mafi’s video or 

visit the WPCT Facebook page to see 

what many of our whānau have to say. 

#VoteWhakatōhea

ZUI: Hapū Aspirations 
After a small hiatus from our monthly ZUI, we recommenced  
last month with the kaupapa centered around Hapū Aspirations  
and how Settlement could support these. 

We had a diverse range of aspirations 

our panel spoke to including Tangimoe 

discussing native flora and fauna, Anita 

about education and the change to get 

more digital resources for our tamariki, 

through to Mark talking about renewable 

energy opportunities for hapū to be fully 

self-sufficient. 

We also had our Number one negotiator 

onboard and our second-rate facilitator 

with Rewa unavailable to guide the kōrero 

effectively. Maui and Rewa will be back 

next month whānau so not to worry!

There are another two ZUI scheduled 

before ratification/the vote so keep an 

eye out. They are scheduled for the last 

Wednesday of every month at 8pm. This 

month we talk about Whenua Aspirations 

and have another amazing panel line up.

Pari Mafi – Ngāti Rua

  30 JUNE:  
Whenua Aspirations 

  With the whenua that will be 

returned with Settlement, what are 
your aspirations for it? Development, 
Sanctuary, Commercial Hapū 
Retreats, Agriculture, Horticulture?

  28 JULY:  Ratification Q&A

Click here for a link to the ZUI

https://www.facebook.com/676749235676719/videos/936867397068727
https://www.facebook.com/676749235676719/videos/492029165549663
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Whakatōhea leading the way at 
the recent RNZ Airforce exhibit 
Recently whānaunga Jared Atkinson was showcasing his  
talent at the local Rotorua Air show last month for all to see. 
Below we learn a little more about who he is and how he  
came to be a pilot in the Royal New Zealand Airforce. 

I am the eldest of three boys and two stepsisters. My whakapapa links me 

strongly to Ngai Tamahaua through my maternal line, but also to many  

of the other hapū:

Karen Lorraine Potter-Masoe māmā

Paula Lorraine Raututu Black maternal kuia

Lorraine Matehaere Black ne Edwardson maternal gt kuia

Eva Hiwa Edwardson ne Ross maternal gt gt kuia

Uetupuku Matetakiwa Ross  maternal gt gt gt kuia

#VoteWhakatōhea
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#VoteWhakatōheawww.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

I wasn’t too sure what I was going to after do school but I didn’t see myself going to University. 

I’d always wanted to join the Air Force but I wasn’t accepted straight from school. I worked in 

food service and retail for a few years but I never gave up on joining the Air Force, and after a 

couple of years of persistence I was accepted as an Air Warfare Specialist. I’ve been in this job 

for eight years and now I am retraining as a pilot. Two of my career highlights so far have been 

deploying to the Middle East conducting counter piracy patrols, as well as getting to spend 

two weeks at Scott Base in Antarctica. The amazing moments just keep coming, last month 

I was leading a formation of aircraft around the beautiful lakes of Rotorua. I never could have 

imagined how exciting and rewarding my job would be. The challenges and hard work along 

the way make it all the more satisfying. I’m looking forward to the next adventure!

What is the Deed of Settlement?
Whakatōhea currently have an Agreement in Principle (AIP),  
outlining what had been negotiated for the Settlement package in 2017. 

This included $100m, whenua and moana 

assets, as well as initiatives to support the 

cultural well-being of our people. 

Since the AIP was signed, the Trust has 

been engaging with Whakatōhea whānau 

(through various hui) to see if there is 

anything else that could be addressed in 

our Settlement. 

When negotiations resumed in October 

2019 the WPCT and our negotiators have 

been working hard to build on the AIP 

and create an even better Settlement 

package. 

The Deed of Settlement will represent 

the full and final agreement between 

Whakatōhea and the Crown to settle the 

historical breaches by the Crown against 

Whakatōhea. 

The Deed of Settlement also describes 

Whakatōhea’s Post-Settlement 

Governance Entity, Te Tāwharau o 

Te Whakatōhea. 

Once negotiations are complete, the 

Deed of Settlement will be initialled by 

the Trust and the Crown. Initialling the 

document does not mean that the terms 

of Settlement have been approved, but 

it means that it’s ready for Whakatōhea 

whānau to vote on. The Crown can’t sign 

the Deed of Settlement until it’s sure that 

the majority of our Iwi support Settlement. 

If Whakatōhea decide to accept (ratify) 

the Deed of Settlement (by voting YES) 

that is when the new PSGE Trustees 

and the Crown will sign the Deed of 

Settlement. The Whakatōhea Settlement 

legislation will go through parliament to 

finalise the settlement and vest the assets 

into Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea.

Check out our website to learn more 

about our Settlement journey and kupu. 

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
http://www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz/our-settlement-journey
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz/our-settlement-journey

