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— IN THIS ISSUE —

The Mandate Amendment Vote 
– how this affects all of us!

Kia ora e te whānau 
The current mandate amendment vote is the responsibility 

of the Iwi, it affects us all as Whakatōhea uri.

Please read below the stories of our Te Ūpokorehe whānau  
who are urging you to support them by voting No.

If you haven’t received your voting packs please contact the IRO.  
Call the IRO on NZ 0800 666 045,  AU 1800 858 370 or email iro@electionz.com

Keita Hudson has been 
a Whakatōhea stalwart 
for the last 30 years... 
working alongside many of our 

koroua and kuia who have now 

passed, and who staunchly 

represented Ūpokorehe hapū on 

Whakatōhea forums including the 

Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board 

and Settlement negotiations. 

Trustee Chair of 
Kutarere Marae, 
Ūpokorehe hapū, 
Victor Hape, says... 
that this vote has significant 

implications for not only 

Te Ūpokorehe hapū, but also 

Whakatōhea katoa because the 

process is about changing the 

whakapapa of Whakatōhea.

Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement 
Claims Trust negotiator, 
Maui Hudson, says this is an 
unfortunate tactic by a minority 
of Te Ūpokorehe whānau.

Maui goes on to say that the petition was 

framed in a way that suggested Ūpokorehe 

katoa supported a Settlement withdrawal, 

however it was clear that was not the case. 

TUTCT had triggered the vote without 

gathering the support of Ūpokorehe marae 

and whānau in the first place.

Whakapapa 
The consequence of TUTCT forcing 

this process on Whakatōhea whānau 

whānui, is based on their claim that 

‘Ūpokorehe are an Iwi and have never 

been a part of Te Whakatōhea’.

However all the Te Ūpokorehe Waitangi 

Tribunal Claims, the whakapapa, 

narrative and history, refer to 

Te Ūpokorehe as a hapū of Whakatōhea. 

Tu Williams, who has 
Whakatōhea whakapapa 
to Ngāi Tamahaua and 
Te Ūpokorehe hapū, say’s 
this will detrimentally impact 
whānau identity. 

See what Keita has to say on her whakapapa, her tīpuna and her kōrero 
tuku iho by clicking here. 

Keita and her whānau whakapapa to the 3 functioning marae of Ūpokorehe 

hapū and they ask you to join her to vote NO to excluding them out of the 

Whakatōhea settlement.

Keita is voting NO.

“The long history of Whakatōhea is based 
on Te Ūpokorehe as a hapū of Whakatōhea”  
says Victor. 

Ūpokorehe kātoa do NOT support this move to remove Ūpokorehe from the 

Whakatōhea Settlement.

Victor is voting NO.

“We have Ūpokorehe whānau out there 
wondering why they don’t know about this 
kaupapa and asking why there haven’t been 
hui to discuss the issue” says Maui.

Maui is voting NO.

“The transmission of whakapapa is from one generation to the next. The current 

elders, of Whakatōhea, are the tūturu knowledge holders of that information. 

“If the Vote is successful, that would seriously 
alter our kōrero tuku iho and impact on our 
very identity, to who we know ourselves to be 
as Whakatōhea” says Tu. 

The petition to withdraw is a direct challenge to that knowledge and the inherent 

authority which accords with that responsibility.

 

Tu is voting NO.
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