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UPDATE FROM OUR CHAIR

Kia ora whānau 
Ngā mihi o te tau hou 
As we commence 2021 we again give thanks that our whānau here in 

Aotearoa remain safe, we also take the time to consider our whānau that 

live across the world in such challenging times and wish them well for 

this new year.

I am also aware of at least 2 of our 

Whakatōhea Rangatahi that have taken 

up scholarships in recent months in 

pursuit of their moemoea, meaning that 

they will need to venture offshore. These 

rangatahi inspire and motivate us all, so 

let us never lose sight of our dreams.

This year Whakatōhea will be asked to 

vote on the most important decision 

they will be asked to make since the 

confiscation and invasion.

We are continuing to reach out to our 

wider whānau through this pānui, our 

Facebook and website as well as

posting newsletters to everyone on the 

Whakatōhea Tribal Database.

We recently posted out a Xmas pānui 

to everyone on the Whakatōhea Tribal 

database that would have arrived in your 

mailbox by now. If it did not it will be 

either because you have moved address 

or you are not registered on the database. 

Did you get it? Did your whānau get it?  

If not ring 0508 Whakatōhea or  

0508 942 528.

WE ARE WHAKATŌHEA  
MAURI ORA
Whakatōhea Herekore 
Graeme Riesterer

PITOPITO KŌRERO
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ZUI Review
TOPIC 
Our Settlement, Education 
and Employment ZUI 
discussed how Settlement 
can impact this kaupapa.

If you wanted to listen to the 

full kōrero click HERE:  

Next ZUI 
WHEN Wednesday  
 24 February 2021 

TOPIC   Offshore 
Connectivity  
How do our 
Whakatōhea whānau 
living offshore, connect 
back to their Iwi?  

TIME 8pm

WHERE  The ZUI will be 
Live on Facebook 
(No links to click on it will be as 
a live feed to our Facebook page)

OVERVIEW 
This ZUI will feature a panel 

of Whakatōhea whānau who 

live overseas, their thoughts on 

keeping their identity while living 

offshore, how they can connect 

back to their whānau, Iwi, Hapū 

and whenua while they are there, 

and how Settlement can help 

them to achieve this.

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/videos/2592073214430317
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
https://www.facebook.com/pg/IAMWhakatohea/videos/?ref=page_internal
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Using our new hashtag
Look out for the hashtag #VoteWhakatōhea whānau 
as we lead into the vote which is not far away.

Updated Phone Details
We have a new phone number 

you can call if you have a 
Settlement pātai. 

0508 Whakatōhea  
or 0508 942 528.

You can also contact us by email at 
gina.smith@whakatohea.co.nz  

or via the Facebook page.

Hearing from  
our whānau  
about what  
their aspirations 
for Settlement are
From now until ratification (vote on whether to accept Settlement),  

our role is to educate whānau on what Settlement is, the package 

and what will come post Settlement. 

Part of this is to understand different 

whānau views, we want to provide an 

opportunity for you to hear a range of 

Whakatōhea whānau’s perspectives 

on Settlement. What their hopes and 

dreams are. What do they see for 

Whakatōhea’s future? 

As 2020 closed, we were capturing 

these pūrākau for whānau and we’ll be 

showcasing them via our social media 

channels in the coming days, weeks 

and months in the lead up to ratification 

#VoteWhakatōhea.

Uncle Robert 
Kiwibank 
hero
If you haven’t heard by now, your kumara 

vine may be pakaru, but late last year, we 

got wind that Uncle Robert Edwards, was 

not only nominated for a national award 

but was ultimately awarded the Kiwibank 

Hero Medal for the Bay of Plenty, 

Te Moana a Toi, for his tireless mahi and 

commitment to the Ōpōtiki community. 

Uncle Robert was one of 100 national 

hero’s to be awarded this accolade, and 

only 9 awarded in the Bay of Plenty. From 

these medallists, one Pou will be awarded 

the national Award. 

We are so proud of you Uncle, 
thank you for all you do, and 
continue to do for our community, 
whānau and Iwi.

mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
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Leger-Walker Sisters hit global 
headlines with recent BBall 
performance 

Credit: WSU Athletics

Whakatōhea whānaunga Charlisse 

and Krystal Leger-Walker, hit 

the headlines recently after 

their College Basketball team, 

Washington State Cougars won 

a crucial game against opposing 

team Arizona State Wildcats. 

Arizona were ranked nationally 

at #7 while Washington State, at 

that point, weren’t ranked in the top 

25 Universities. This may change 

after a 4 game winning streak!   

The sisters were instrumental in leading 

the attack for a tie at full time, while 

Charlisse nailed the coffin shut with a 

buzzer beating lay up to claim the game 

win in overtime. 

Charlisse spoke to Stuff and said “Those 

who know me, know I don’t get too high 

or too low but when I made that shot I 

was so high.

Just to get that final shot go in was so 

amazing and I’m so glad my teammates 

had the trust in me to let me try and 

make that play.”

The sisters are mokopuna tuarua of 

Charlie and Phoebe Walker and moko of 

Mere Walker stalwart at Waiaua Marae, 

Ngāti Patu. 

Just before Xmas there was Charlisse 

sitting in the kitchen with her Nan, cause 

if you want to catch up with Mere its at 

Waiaua in the kitchen. 

Ngā mihi Mere, you must be one 
proud grandmother.

To hear more from the Leger-Walker tuāhine, click here for an interview they recently did with  

SKY Sport (from 1.05 min mark): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUE6F5HNfAs&fbclid=IwAR03

5JKCoy-FJP60tdRpzkbe8fjCb8Yu1l2V0PY6EzyCp339MUL1-g9q1tg  

Register on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database now!
Whānau, if you or someone you know has not registered on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database please 
make sure you check out our website and get them to register now. Have your say on Settlement. www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUE6F5HNfAs&fbclid=IwAR035JKCoy-FJP60tdRpzkbe8fjCb8Yu1l2V0PY6EzyCp339MUL1-g9q1tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUE6F5HNfAs&fbclid=IwAR035JKCoy-FJP60tdRpzkbe8fjCb8Yu1l2V0PY6EzyCp339MUL1-g9q1tg
http://www.whakatohea.co.nz/tribal-database-registrations.html
http://www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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#VoteWhakatōheawww.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

Ratification and Voting:  
The 101 of how to have your say! 
WHO CAN VOTE 
Anyone who is 18 years 
and older and can 
whakapapa to Whakatōhea 
can vote 

RECEIVING YOUR 
VOTING PACK
  If you are registered on the 

Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board 

tribal register and your physical 

address is current, you will receive 

a voting pack in the mail 

 —   If you don’t receive a voting 

pack in the mail, you will 

be able to ring a free phone 

number for the Independent 

Returning Officer (IRO) who 

will then resend your pack

  If you are not on the Whakatōhea 

Māori Trust Board tribal register, 

the IRO will send you a voting 

pack as well as a whakapapa 

form to confirm you are of 

Whakatōhea descent 

  Note: Verification of whakapapa will 

need to be confirmed in order for 

your vote to count 

  Replacement voting packs will 

be available if you misplace or 

damage your original pack by 

ringing the IRO

WAYS TO VOTE
  Postal vote – fill out the vote paper, 

place in the supplied return prepaid 

envelope and post

  Online voting – the ballot paper will 

have a unique ID login and password 

(encrypted), as well as instruction on 

how to access the VoteOnline portal 

to cast an online vote

  Ballot box at Ratification Hui – the 

IRO will be present at all ratification 

hui with a secure ballot box. If you 

wish to cast your vote at the hui you 

can bring your voting paper and vote 

in the secure ballot box. If you do not 

have your voting paper on you the 

IRO can give you a special vote paper

SPECIAL VOTES 
Special vote is the name given to a vote 

form and are used in the below instances: 

  If you are not registered on the 

Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board tribal 

database

  If you pick up a vote form from the 

IRO at the ratification hui and vote at 

the hui

  Special votes can be cast in exact 

same way as a normal vote – by 

return post, online or secure ballot 

box at hui

WHAKAPAPA FORM 
  You will receive a whakapapa 

form if you are not registered 

on the Whakatōhea Māori Trust 

Board tribal register

  The form will need to be filled out 

and returned before your vote can 

be counted

  The whakapapa will be confirmed 

using the same policy and 

process currently in place for 

whakapapa validation on the 

tribal register

  The whakapapa form is not a 

registration to the Whakatōhea 

Māori Trust Board tribal register 

and will only be used for the 

purpose of this vote 

  If you want to register on the 

tribal register you can but you do 

not have to in order to vote

  You will still be able to vote 

online if you have completed a 

whakapapa form

YOUR VOTE IS 
YOUR VOICE! 
KŌRERO MAI

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
http://www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

