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Kia ora e te whānau
The WPCT is pleased
to see that the
Waitangi Tribunal
North Eastern Bay
of Plenty District
Inquiry is finally
underway.

The month of March was focussed on the
5 hui held online to discuss the issues
raised in the 2 petitions that were received
late last year 2021. We update you on this
kaupapa in this edition.

We are now seeing “in action” the Dual
Process. It is easy to get the 2 processes
muddled up. We have put together a
chart that shows the 2 processes and
the benefits of being able to settle now
and have the District Inquiry continue to
its completion in future years.

Finally just in case you missed the news ...
Ōpōtiki is humming with growth and opportunity
and Whakatōhea uri can be proud to know your
Iwi has been instrumental and at the forefront
in creating this state of opportunity for
Ōpōtiki: Capital of Te Whakatōhea.

We also published the names of the
Establishment Trustees in our last edition,
and we inadvertantly missed Keita
Hudson, Upokorehe. Whakatōhea are
grateful to Keita who has served tirelessly
for her hapū and her Iwi over many

many years. The Establishment Trustees
have just 2 tasks, to sign the Deed of
Settlement once the Iwi vote in favour
of the Settlement, and to oversee the
election process for the inaugural Trustees
to Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea. By
accepting the role as an Establishment
Trustee Keita, along with all the
Establishment Trustees is ineligible
to stand for the inaugural Trustees to
Te Tāwharu o Te Whakatōhea.

Graeme Riesterer – Chair

FEEDBACK ON PETITION INFORMATION HUI – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE SETTLEMENT?
The WPCT have received two petitions that seek to activate Section 19
in the Deed of Mandate which concerns the process to Remove or
Amend the Mandate.
Although the steps have yet to be completed by either petition,
the process to remove or amend the mandate affects all Whakatōhea,
which is the reason the Trust called hui for the wider Whakatōhea
whānau to hear the issues.
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These hui were held mid March 2022 and independent summaries
of the meetings have been shared with the participants. WPCT are in
engaging discussions with the submitters and the Crown and we will
keep you posted as to how this affects the timing of when you get to
have a say on the Settlement offer.
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#VoteWhakatōhea

DUAL PROCESS

– Settlement continues and the
Waitangi Tribunal District Inquiry starts
In 2016 you voted in the
mandate for the Pre Settlement
Claims Trust to negotiate a
Settlement with the Crown.
In 2018 you were asked to vote again as
an outcome of an Inquiry by the Waitangi
Tribunal; 53.34% voted for the Settlement
to continue and 41.45% voted for it to
stop for a District Inquiry to happen first,
with less than 12 % voting to have the
mandate removed all together.

Normally you can’t complete a
Settlement and continue to have an
Inquiry into your historic claims but
because the vote was so fine the WPCT
advocated for both to be able to occur,
even though at that time there was no
planned District Inquiry for Whakatōhea.
In June 2019 the Waitangi Tribunal
declared that it would have a District
Inquiry into the Whakatōhea historic
claims and then later \the same year
the Minister of Treaty of Waitangi

Negotiations Andrew Little followed on
to announce that we could have both.
We refer to this as the Dual Process.
The Dual Process addresses the desire for
the many uri that voted for the District
Inquiry so we get the chance to “tell our
stories”. Whakatōhea has a rich tapestry
of hitori and pūrākau that deserve to be
captured. The Dual process also respects
those that voted to continue with the
Settlement.

We show the 2 processes in the chart below
and how they both contribute great outcomes for Whakatōhea.
Engagement with Crown
Settlement Process led for
Whakatōhea by WPCT
Research completed by WPCT
(Historical Account)
Whakatōhea Deed
of Settlement initialled

Engagement with Waitangi Tribunal

Benefits to Whakatōhea
through the Settlement

can be realised now by whānau and hapū
by the Settlement of historical claims.

Benefits to Whakatohea through
the Waitangi Tribunal Inquiry

can be realised now (telling the stories
of our tūpuna) and in the future
(contemporary findings and
recommendations)
In the future — Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea
Next Steps —
Whakatōhea whānau decide whether
to accept the Settlement offer

starts building foundations for growth
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Waitangi Tribunal Process led for
Whakatōhea by Claimant groups
Research conducted by claimant
groups for Waitangi Tribunal
North Eastern Bay of Plenty (NEBOP)
District Inquiry includes Historical and
Contemporary Whakatōhea claims
Next Steps —
NEBOP Kōrero Tuku Iho hearings
In the future — NEBOP Report with Findings
and Recommendations for Whakatōhea
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ŌPŌTIKI

Capital of
Te Whakatōhea
– the future is bright
The timing of our Settlement
couldn’t be more perfect and
will ensure Te Whakatōhea can
further capitalise on the great
work and foundations for growth
that are being currently laid.
The 5000ha of water space that has been
negotiated in our Settlement is a part of
the strategic vision of Whakatōhea. It has
also helped shape the strategic vision for
Ōpōtiki and the wider community. Shown
here is a recent progress shot of the harbour
redevelopment completion date mid 2023.
This harbour transformation feeds into the
Whakatōhea settlement aspirations and the
development of the water space creating
further opportunities for Whakatōhea to
leverage off.
Through the settlement, the increase in
investment that can be made to increase
capacity and support global demand knows
no bounds.
This is an aspiration of WPCT Trustee and
WMTB Chair, Robert Edwards, one which
he knows can happen if Settlement is
supported by Te Whakatōhea.

The 5000ha of water space that has been
negotiated in our Settlement is a part of the
strategic vision of Whakatōhea. It has also
helped shape the strategic vision for Ōpōtiki
and the wider community.

Monthly Newsletter
– Pitopito Kōrero
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Over 1600 of our whānau are receiving the monthly newsletter
Pitopito Kōrero through email. Send us your email address if
you would like to keep updated on current news for Settlement.
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Picture paints a
thousand words
– Mana Tangata
& Relationship
Agreements in action
Here we have the opening of the
Trade Training at the Opotiki College a
partnership between Whakatōhea, Ministry
of Education, Ōpōtiki College, Ministry of
Social Development Ministry of Business
Innovation and Employment.
Our Settlement has hard wired these
connections through our “relationship
Agreements”. Our goal, through the
Relationship Agreements, is to keep
the Crown even closer in order to
operationalise our strategic vision for Mana
Tangata, Mana Moana, and Mana Whenua.

HOW CAN YOU FIND
OUT MORE ABOUT
THE SETTLEMENT?

Mākeo: Te maunga tapu o Nukutere
Ko tana whakamāori ko te kapu tonu o te ringa o Rangi te matua o te rangi.
Ki te iwi o te whakaaetanga mō tēnei Mākeotanga.
The translation meaning the palm of the
hand of Rangi the skyfather. We reflect
on this as “the settlement in the hands of
the iwi.”

#VoteWhakatohea
Mākeo is a maunga tapu of Ngāti Rua
and of Te Whakatōhea. More so for
Whakatōhea since the settling of hapū
on the Ōpape reservation post raupatu
where Mākeo is at the centre.

Naming the deed of settlement Mākeo
acknowledges Ngāti Rua for being
gracious in hosting all Whakatōhea hapū
over these many years since 1865. The
definition of Mākeo is mā meaning clear
and keo is summit or peak. The deed
of settlement reflects a clear process
that has been undertaken to reach this
point. Mākeo being a mountain shows
the mountains that had to be climbed to
reach this point or stage. Signing the deed
of settlement is a huge accomplishment.

www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
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You can click here to find out more:
www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
Also if you know somebody that is not
receiving this email pānui have them
email gina.smith@whakatohea.co.nz
or ring 0508 WHAKATOHEA and we can
talk through any queries you may have.

HOW CAN YOU GET
READY TO VOTE?
Make sure you are registered AND your
current address and email details are
listed on the Whakatōhea Māori Trust
Board Tribal Database. Give them a call
on 07 3156150 and they can tell you
whether you are already registered and
if your current address details recorded.

#Whakatōhea2020
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