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Kia ora e te 
whānau 
We hope that you are keeping 
warm over these cool months 
and are able to spend quality 
time with whānau.

You will remember in our April Pitopito 
Kōrero, I spoke about the reasons we had 
a delay in the initialling of the Deed of 
Settlement. In particular there were some 
outstanding details around the valuation 
of the properties, which the Minister of 
Treaty Settlements, Minister Andrew Little, 
also mentioned in his open letter that we 
shared with you in a previous pānui.  
To read this click here:

The valuation process is a requirement  
for all the land that has been included in 
the Settlement. This is both the cultural 
properties, which we do not have to pay 
for, as well as any of the commercial 
properties that we choose to purchase back. 
This has been a major piece of work and 
the sheer size and the number of parcels 
of the land in our Settlement has also 
added to the mahi. Like many of the work 
streams we have had whānau assist 
through our Te Roopu Awhina Valuation 
and Property working group. He mihi nui 
kia koutou, ngā pūkenga ki te kaupapa. 

We are almost there and hope to have 
this work stream concluded soon.

Once completed the Whakatōhea 
Pre-Settlement Claims Trust will initial 
the Deed which is an official part of the 
process and signals that the Deed is 
complete and ready to take out to you; 
ngā uri o Te Whakatōhea, to vote on to 
accept or not. We also tell you about the 
Waitangi Tribunal and the priority hearing 
that is happening in mid-August.

VOTE WHAKATŌHEA  
Whakatōhea Herekore  
– Graeme Riesterer

Waitangi Tribunal Priority Hearing
The  Waitangi Tribunal will have a 2-day 
hearing in August which will hear on

 the implications that the introduction 
of a bill will have on the conduct of a 
Tribunal  inquiry; and whether it can 
continue to progress the district inquiry 
while the bill remains before parliament 
or wait a passage of legislation and
 
 Issues associated with the withdrawal 
mechanism and the amendments  
made to that mechanism following the 
Tribunal’s 2018 Whakatōhea Mandate 
Inquiry Report.

The Tribunal noted that there were  
also requests to hear other issues but,  
in their words, Many (if not all) of the 
issues now raised in the urgency 
applications have already been the 
subject of inquiry and report.

At this point we are not convinced that 
there is a basis to urgently enquire into  
the following matters:
(a) Allegations concerning a failure to 
pause engagement with the Trust after 
the 2018 vote and allegations that the 

Crown took a biased approach to 
engagement with the claimants.
(b) Concerns raised over the Crown’s 
decision to resume settlement 
negotiations with the Trust and 
allegations of a selective interpretation  
of the 2018 vote results.
(c) Concerns regarding the Crown’s 
decision to continue to recognise the 
Trust’s Mandate and mandate 
maintenance issues generally.
(d) Issues concerning the right of 
participation of Ngāti Muriwai.

The Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims 
Trust agrees with the decision of the 
Tribunal to not re-hear issues already 
reported on in their 2018 urgent inquiry 
hearing, and also welcomes the focussed 
nature of the 2 day hearing on the 
technical issues around Settlement 
legislation and Tribunal processes over 
that time and the withdrawal mechanism.

Whakatōhea now have the opportunity 
to be able to complete Settlement now 
and still be able to participate and have 
our say in the Waitangi Tribunal District 
Inquiry into the future. 

Post Settlement Governance Entity 
The Post Settlement Governance Entity (PSGE) is the organisation that will 
receive and look after our Whakatōhea Settlement as well as the assets that will 
be transferred over from the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board. The new PSGE will 
be called Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea (pictured below) which means to 
shelter and protect te tangata, te whenua, te moana, ngā awa me ngā taonga 
katoa o Whakatōhea. To stand together with unity and purpose – Whakatōhea 
Tāwharautia. (Continued on next page)

The Tribunal noted that there were also requests to hear  
other issues but, in their words, “Many (if not all) of the  

issues now raised in the urgency applications have already  
been the subject of inquiry and report.”

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz
https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz/upload/panui/a1ef337e160634a00d8989d7177f0828.pdf
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Post Settlement 
Governance Entity cont’d...
You will recall we ran a few 
surveys internally, online,  
at hui-ā-rohe as well as 
commissioning an independent 
company to hear your thoughts 
and ideas on what you wanted 
the PSGE to look like.  
Your thoughts, ideas and 
comments have all helped 
guide WPCT as we developed 
the PSGE.

The WPCT believe that the PSGE 
model for Te Tāwharau o Te 
Whakatōhea is most representative  
of our needs at this point, and all 
your feedback has played a role in 
the decision making of the Trust. It is 
helpful to remember that included in 
the constitution is the requirement  
for a 5 year review of the PSGE.

If you would like to read more about 
the external survey and findings,  
click here to open the research report.

#VoteWhakatōhea
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#VoteWhakatōhea

“Whakatōhea is 
becoming a force in the 

community i.e. health. Not 
just looking after it’s assets but 

also looking after the social 
welfare of its people and 

community.”

 “Am happy that 
the Waitangi Tribunal is 

happening simultaneously 
–allows us to have our 
voice, let go of things a 

bit more.”

“I support  
the conversations  
and voices of our  
elders. They know  

the history.” 

https://whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz/upload/panui/96f8049ade4945d514f79e967f5e3eec.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
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Establishment Trustees
Once Settlement has been 
ratified (when Whakatōhea  
vote to support Settlement),  
the Whakatōhea Pre Settlement 
Claims Trust will have completed 
it’s role and will dissolve. The 
establishment of Te Tāwharau o 
Te Whakatōhea will commence 
under the guidance of the 
Establishment Trustees. 

 

The Establishment Trustees play an 
important role in signalling the end of  
the WPCT as the Settlement negotiation 
entity and the start of the new entity  
that will receive the Settlement and the 
Trust Board assets. 

The Establishment Trustees  
responsibilities are limited to:
 signing the Deed of Settlement, and
 to oversee the elections for the initial 
Trustees to Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea, 
the new PSGE

The Establishment Trustees are appointed 
by the WPCT and have been chosen for 
their involvement and support of the 
Settlement process in some cases since 
the first attempt to settle back in the 1990’s.

In order to ensure complete transparency 
and no conflicts the Establishment  
Trustees are not eligible to run in the 
election for the PSGE Trustees for Te 
Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea. 

#VoteWhakatōhea

Robert Edwards 
Robert has been involved in hapū and 
Iwi development since returning home 
to Ōpōtiki. Robert is one of Ngāti Rua’s 
representatives on the Whakatōhea 
Māori Trust Board where he serves as 
the Chair and the Board’s rep on the 
Whakatōhea Pre Settlement Claims Trust. 

Erin Linley Rangiwhakarewa Moore
Erin has been directly involved in  
the Whakatōhea Settlement since 2003 
when she was elected as one of the 
Ngāti Patu reps to the Whakatōhea 
Working Party. Erin currently serves  
as the Waiaua marae representative 
 on the Whakatōhea Pre Settlement 
Claims Trust. 

Josephine Mortensen 
Josie was the first women to be elected 
to the Whakatōhea Māori Trust Board 
in and is currently serving again as one 
of the two Ūpokorehe representatives. 
Josie is active as a member of the 
Whakatōhea Taumata Kaumatua  
and the Komiti Whiriwhiri Hītori 
advisory group to the Whakatōhea 
Pre-Settlement Claims Trust. 

Tahu Alfred Taia
Tahu served as the Secretary to the 
Whakatōhea Māori Trust Boardas well 
as serving as an appointed member to 
the Whakatōhea Raupatu Committee 
for the initial settlement negotiations 
with the Crown 1993 – 1998. Tahu is 
the Terere Marae representative on the 
Whakatōhea Pre Settlement Claims Trust.

Vaughan Raymond John Payne 
Vaughan has had a long involvement in 
the Whakatōhea claim, including as a 
member of Te Tāwharau o Whakatōhea 
in 1996 and more recently as a member 
of the raupatu working party that 
prepared Te Ara Tono – a report 
recommending how we could settle 
our claims which was adopted by 
Whakatōhea hapū in 2007. 

Anau Edna Apanui 
Anau has been involved with different 
Whakatōhea Iwi Raupatu roopu since 
2006. She has been on the Whakatōhea 
Pre Settlement Claims Trust as the Ngati 
Ira hapu representative for almost 4 
years. Anau believes in our 
Whakatōhea whānau, hapu and iwi 
having a prosperous future just as our 
tipuna desired prior to colonisation. 
Over the past 15 years Anau has joined 
other Whakatōhea leaders in various 
hapu and iwi kaupapa, and like many 
other Whakatōhea leaders, she is 
dedicated to her hapu and Iwi. 

Bruce Pukepuke
Bruce currently serves as the Kutarere 
marae representative on the Whakatōhea 
Pre Settlement Claims Trust and is an 
active member of Whakatōhea Taumata 
Kaumatua and the Komiti Whiriwhiri 
Hitori advisory group . Bruce has also 
served on the Whakatōhea Maori Trust 
Board as one of the two representatives 
for Ūpokorehe.

“It has been an absolute privilege  
to be part of the Raupatu 
Settlement journey for our Iwi  
and an honour to be asked to be  
an ‘Establishment Trustee’.

 The journey has had extreme highs 
and lows. When I look back through 
the passage of time I see all of our 
Pakeke that have passed, but who 
are still part of this process in 
spirit. We mourn for our past and 
those that are part of this, we live 
now and have our sights set to the  
future and those yet to be born.  
We welcome closure in some form 
and feel the new vibrations of  
what is to come for our Iwi.

So, lets move together as a united 
Whakatōhea, remembering those 
who carried this burden previously, 
to support our future generations 
with exciting prospects that will 
come to our people through the 
Settlement. It is time.” 

- JOSIE MORTENSEN

Who are our 
Establishment Trustees?

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
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Te Tāwharau 
o Te Whakatōhea 
The primary purpose of Te Tawharau o Te Whakatōhea is  
to receive, manage, hold and administer the Trust’s Assets  
on behalf of and for the benefit of the present and future 
members of Whakatōhea.

The initial Trustees will also be responsible to produce, within six (6) months 
of establishment of the Trust, an Annual Plan and a Five-Year Plan.

To be elected as a Trustee you must be uri of Te Whakatōhea.

#VoteWhakatōhea

There will be a total  
of 16 trustees, 2 from 
each of the 6 hapū  
and 4 Iwi wide seats,  
with one of those for a 
rangatahi representative. PSGE

(6) HAPŪ  
x 2 seats = 12

(4) IWI WIDE = 4 
with one of these seats  
for Rangatahi (18-35)

Transition from Pre Settlement 
to Post Settlement

PRE SETTLEMENT POST SETTLMENT

ESTABLISHMENT  
TRUSTEES 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:

 Sign the Deed of Settlement
 To oversee the elections of the 

initial Trustees to Te Tāwharau o Te 
Whakatōhea (PSGE)

TE TĀWHARAU O TE 
WHAKATŌHEA 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:

 The Post Settlement 
 Governance Entity 

WHAKATŌHEA  
PRE-SETTLEMENT  

CLAIMS TRUST 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:

 To negotiate  the Whakatōhea Set-
tlement and present to Whakatōhea 

for ratification (approval)

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/
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ZUI overview: 
- Whenua Aspirations 
Whenua Aspirations ZUI was the basis for our last  
ZUI and we had an awesome panel of Whakatōhea  
whānau who had some great ideas on how the whenua 
that gets returned upon Settlement can be utilised. 

Mark discussed the amazing 

opportunities with green energy, 

Kim spoke about her passion for all 

equine activities and what Tourism 

opportunities could be realised, Tawa 

spoke about ensuring any whenua  

that comes back that our rangatira know 

the history of it and ensure we are  

first and foremost kaitiaki, while Maia 

talked about making how we can make 

aspirations a reality. 

These are just some of the ideas to 

come out of latest ZUI, to see the full 

video and hear what our panel have to 

say, click here

 THIS MONTH – PSGE, Establishment 
Trustees and PSGE Trustees. 
Later this month our ZUI will focus on the PSGE, the 
process to get the PSGE up and running Establishment 
Trustees, their roles and responsibilities and those of 
the PSGE Trustees for Te Tāwharau o Te Whakatōhea. 

 WATCH ON WEDNESDAY 25 AUGUST

#VoteWhakatōhea
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Haanaa 
taking te reo  
waiata global
Te Amohaere “Haana” 
Jefferies of Te Whakatōhea  
is a new emerging artist who 
hails from no where  
better than Ōpōtiki. 

Haana’s love for music was fostered 
through her ōhiatanga as a product  
of Kōhanga Reo, Kura-ā-iwi and the 
angelic command of Hato Hōhepa. More 
recently, Haana has continued to fill her 
musical kete as a senior member of her 
iwi haka group Ōpōtiki-mai-Tawhiti. 

Consequently, these lived experiences 
have shaped her musical style which is 
described as: Contemporary Māori with 
RnB and Soul undertones. Her vocal 
delivery mirrors her whakapapa Māori 
and her stance as a rangatahi - powerful, 
energetic and unapologetic.

She is also vocal in her support of 
Settlement, and what she would like to 
see once Settlement has been supported 
by Whakatōhea. Haanaa would like to 
see a Whakatōhea kura a iwi so our 
tamariki don’t need to leave our beautiful 
rohe for their education. And in her  
own words “there’s no better place  
than Ōpōtiki!” See Haanaa’s full video 
on her aspirations for Settlement here. 

Check out her waiata and don’t forget 
to follow her over the socials whānau: 
here.

Kiahi representing Whakatōhea at  
La Salle University in water polo team
Last year we had Kiahi come on to our rangatahi ZUI panel 
to discuss what his aspirations were for the future and how 
Settlement could help them become a reality. 

We now see Kiahi, who has a water polo scholarship to La 
Salle University in Philadelphia, USA, profiled throughout 
their socials! We love seeing our rangatahi taking on the 
world and killing it!

#VoteWhakatōhea

https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/videos/497562448022577
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/videos/469510067565352
https://www.facebook.com/Haanaa-101550398808321
https://www.facebook.com/IAMWhakatohea/?eid=ARAlrwi9aD87o6Kj6BATK2RPKvdAATETygASTSe391RCUy6s8k7-c3Q4x9otCZCHJkXBtsXx0RyLoYqw
mailto:gina.smith%40whakatohea.co.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wpct_whakatohea/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkWjHIM_omoUuklNloqlQg/

