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Kia ora e te whānau

Firstly I need to acknowledge
our whaea Josie Mortensen who
sadly passed away last month,
as well to all our whānau as
we remember those that have
passed over in 2021.

2021 has had its challenges as we
continue to battle the ngāngara Covid
and the inequities that it has exposed for
us as Māori. Covid has challenged how
we do things, our tikanga , our protocols,
how we meet , greet and hui, all of
which can be unsettling to say the least.
However we Māori are resilient, our sheer
existence proves our resilience. Kia kaha
kia manawanui.
For the Settlement kaupapa it has meant
we have had more online Zui and less
kanohi ki te kanohi hui. This has brought
about some wonderful connections with
whānau that would otherwise may not
have been able to connect or engage.

Of course, it does mean we have to work
harder in keeping those whānau that do
not have online capabilities informed. Our
October Pitopito Kōrero pānui was posted
out to everybody on the Whakatōhea
Tribal database with a current up to date
letterbox address. If you know someone
who DID NOT receive that pānui in their
letterbox it will be either because there
details are not current on the database
OR they are not registered to the
Whakatōhea Tribal database. Now is the
time to update your details.
It is now 5 years from when you voted to
mandate the Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement
Claims Trust (WPCT) to settle our claims

by direct negotiations with the Crown,
and it is with satisfaction the WPCT can
say it has completed the 1 of 2 jobs that
mandate instructed us to do. The WPCT
has completed the negotiations with the
Crown by initialling the Deed along with
the Crown. The 2nd job of the mandate
is to take it to ngā uri o Te Whakatōhea
to vote as to whether you will accept the
settlement that has been negotiated.

Meri Kirihimete
mo te tau hau
Graeme Riesterer
— Chair
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Priority Report
Waitangi Tribunal



In March 2021 an application was made to the Waitangi Tribunal for a
reconsideration of an Urgency Application that was declined back in
October 2020.
The Tribunal granted a 2-day hearing on:




T
 he implications that the introduction
of a bill will have on the conduct of
a Tribunal inquiry; and whether it
can continue to progress the district
inquiry while the bill remains before
parliament or wait a passage of
legislation and
Issues associated with the withdrawal
mechanism and the amendments
made to that mechanism following the
Tribunal’s 2018 Whakatōhea Mandate
Inquiry Report.

The Tribunal noted that there were also
requests to hear other issues but, in their
words, many (if not all) of the issues now
raised in the urgency applications have
already been the subject of inquiry and

report. The Report on the hearing that
took place in September 2021 was issued
on Monday 13th December 2021.

Waitangi Tribunal Inquiry
Findings

We will work through the following
recommendations of the report:


T
 ribunal is concerned about the
removal of recommendatory powers
for historical claims. Even though
the historical claims will be settled
by the Settlement the Tribunal
believes it should retain some limited
recommendatory powers.



C
 hanges to the withdrawal clause
following the first inquiry were
inadequate



T
 ribunal suggested changes to the
ratification process by adding hapu
specific hui as a preliminary step



T
 ribunal suggested changes to the
ratification material

The WPCT welcome the report which
highlights some areas for improvement
but enables Whakatōhea to settle their
long-standing grievances with the Crown.
WPCT are pleased to receive the
support of the Tribunal in their first 2
recommendations:


T
 he Tribunal accept that the Crowns
decision to offer the parallel process to
Whakatōhea is a fair and reasonable
response to the finely balanced
outcomes of the 2018 vote

T
 he Tribunal accept that the parallel
process does not breach the Treaty
because it is Whakatōhea who will
decide whether the terms of the
Crowns offer of a parallel process are
acceptable to them.

Initialling The Deed Of Settlement
By the time you receive this Christmas pānui the WPCT will have
initialled the Deed of Settlement. Initialling the Deed of Settlement
signals that negotiations with the Crown are complete and the
WPCT believes that the Settlement offer should be presented to
Whakatōhea for consideration.
The reason that the WPCT has initialled
the Deed of Settlement, despite a
recommendation from the Waitangi
Tribunal to delay this step, is to
preserve the value of the Settlement for
Whakatōhea.

Petition

The next step is to work through the
recommendations of the Tribunal
Report and then bring the Settlement
offer out to you ngā uri o Te
Whakatōhea to vote on.

the Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims
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WPCT has received a petition to trigger
Clause 19 “Removing or Amending the
Mandate” of the Deed of Mandate.
The Mandate is the authorisation that
Trust received from Te Whakatōhea in
2016 to settle our claims. That approval
was by way of a vote that went to all the
Whakatōhea whānau on the Whakatōhea

tribal database with a 91.6 % approval
from the votes returned.
The petition is now subject to the process
as set out in the Deed of Mandate which
includes the necessary due diligence. If
the petition does trigger the clause, the
process requires

“the ability for as many
Whakatōhea uri as possible to
participate in the process.”
We will keep you informed as we move
through this process.

#VoteWhakatōhea
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He iti hoki te mokoroa nāna
i kakati te kahikatea.
While the mokoroa grub is small, it cuts through the white pine.
Josie Mortensen forged the way for
Whakatōhea women by being the first
female to be elected to the Whakatōhea
Māori Trust Board as a representative
for Te Upokorehe hapū. Josie spoke of
the time she was challenged for being a
woman and her identity and the 2/6 that
was collected that proved her identity as
Whakatōhea.

“I have never felt so proud
to be Whakatōhea."

Josie was involved right to the end
with our Settlement and negotiations,
finalising the last piece of mahi regarding
overlapping interests just weeks before
her passing. Her words to us all as we
left that last meeting “I have never felt so
proud to be Whakatōhea”.
As we head into Christmas and the
Christmas holiday period we remember
Josie, and remember that even small
things can make a huge impact when
there is focus. To her whānau, we thank
you for sharing her with us as she was a
huge part of our Settlement whānau.

Like many of our pakeke who have lived
a full working life, Josie dedicated her life
to her hapū Te Upokorehe, to her marae
Kutarere and to Whakatōhea her Iwi and
her aspirations to settle.

Register on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database now!

Whānau, if you or someone you know has not registered on the Whakatōhea Tribal Database,
please make sure you check out our website and get them to register now. Have your say on Settlement.

www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

www.whakatoheapresettlement.org.nz

#Whakatōhea2020
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